1.

Town of Stockton Springs
Select Board — Morning Meeting
March 13, 2023

Minutes

Roll Call: Call to Order

Mr. Shute called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

Present: Darren Shute, Betsy Bradley, Marsha Shute.

Adjustments to the Agenda

It was agreed to move Public Comment to be the third item in order to accommodate a
citizen in attendance, and then to follow the agenda after that as printed.

Opening of Public Works Surplus Property Bids

The town manager distributed the envelopes, which remained sealed, to the members of
the Select Board. He referenced an email he had sent to each of the Select Board
members regarding the total number of bids received at the closing date and time, and
explained that no further bids had been accepted after that. The following bids were
received:

Tire Dolly: One bid: Dan Ford for $35.00

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the bid of Dan Ford
of $35 for the Tire Dolly.

Snow Blower: Two bids: George Russell for $30, and Jeff Grass for $57.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the highest bid,
which was Jeff Grass for $57 for the Snow Blower.

Profitter Heater: One bid: Jeff Grass for $528.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the bid from Jeff
Grass of $528 for the Profitter Heater.

John Deere Lawnmower: Two bids: Jeff Grass for $29, and George Russell for $30.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the highest bid,
which was George Russell for $30, for the John Deere Lawnmower.
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Light Shield Trench Box: One bid: Dan Ford for $525, which met the minimum bid.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to award the bid for the light
shield trench box to the highest bidder, which was Dan Ford.

Generator: Three bids: $50 from George Russell, $156.50 from Jeff Grass, and $35 from
Dan Ford.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the highest bid for
the generator, which was $156.50 from Jeff Grass.

Green Valley Road Culvert Replacement Update

Public Works Director George Russell was in attendance and updated the Select Board
regarding the culvert replacement project on Green Valley Road. He said there was
evidence that the culvert replacement was the responsibility of the State of Maine, not the
Town of Stockton. It was decided to discuss the establishment of a capital reserve
account for the repairs during the budget workshops, with the hope that the money would
not be needed and put back in the General Fund. It was also decided to work on having
the State of Maine take responsibility for the culvert.

Mr. Russell updated the Select Board on unexpected repairs that were made on one of the
Town’s plow trucks.

Minutes: February 13, 2023 Morning Meeting

Motion was made, seconded and passed 2-0-1, with Ms. Bradley abstaining due to
absence, to approve the minutes of the Feburary 13, 2023 meeting as presented.

Review of Bid Policy

A copy of the proposed changes to the Bid Policy were reviewed. Minor changes were
suggested. It was decided to make the suggested changes and to review a fresh copy at
the next meeting.

Quit-Claim Deed

There was discussion of a quit-claim deed for a piece of town-owned property sold by
public bid.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the signing of the
quit-claim deed for Tax Map R3, Lot 019.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Abatement of Personal Property Taxes

There was discussion of personal property taxes owed by the former, final owner of the
Lighthouse Pub and the difficulty in collecting them.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the abatement of
the personal property taxes for 2019 and 2020 for Lighthouse Pizza and Pub on 208
Main Street, in the amount of $672.76 including, accumulated interest, for the
Lighthouse Pub.

Setting of Town Meeting Date

There was discussion of the setting of the Town Meeting date. Mr. Shute asked why the
Town Meeting was held in July. He said he had read the Republican Journal and that
Stockton Springs appeared to be the last town to hold their Town Meeting in July. The
town manager said that Stockton was not the only town to hold their meeting in June, and
that if the meeting were held in March, there would have to be a special Town Meeting
for the school budget, and that holding the meeting in June allows for more participation
from residents who might be out of state in March.

Accounts Payable/Payroll Warrants

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve Accounts Payable
Warrants 53 & 56, and Payroll Warrants 42, 50, 51, 54 & 55.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed.
Correspondence

There was no correspondence to discuss.

Broadband Update

The town manager updated the Select Board on the progress of broadband. He said that
the Broadband Committee is still waiting to meet with the company they like for
providing broadband. He said the deadline for the grant application with the state has
been relaxed somewhat.
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14.

A.

15.

Public Comment — Any Topic

Public

Glenn Meadows was in attendance to discuss a possible amendment to the Town’s Land
Use Ordinance to regulate residential lighting. He said the Select Board to consider
amending the Land Use Ordinance. He talked about problems about nuisance lighting in
general and problems he was specifically having. He said the current Land Use
Ordinance is vague on residential lighting. He said many towns had a residential lighting
ordinance, including Searsport. He said if he was bothered by a neighbor’s light, he
assumed that there were many others in town who were also. He said that lights at night
attracted Brown Tail Moths. He spoke of the Dark Skies Initiative. There was discussion
of the process for enacting ordinance changes.

It was decided that information would be collected and the subject would be put on the
following Select Board meeting agenda.

Select Board

There was discussion of a benefit dinner that the Stockton Springs Community Builders
would be hosting for the Sandy Point Community Club on April 29 from 4:30 to 6:30 on
the basement floor of the Town Office.

There was discussion of Easter plans for the Stockton Springs Community Builders.
There was discussion of the upcoming budget workshops.

There was discussion of a possible field day for the Fire Department and to thank all
EMS workers.

Town Manager

The town manager let the Select Board know of vacation days he would be taking, as
required by contract.

Adjournment
Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 a.m.
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