
Town of Stockton Springs 1 

Select Board – Morning Meeting 2 

September 11, 2023 3 

Minutes 4 

 5 

1.  Roll Call:  Call to Order 6 

Ms. Bradley called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 7 

Present:  Betsy Bradley, Marsha Shute. 8 

Also Present:  Mac Smith – Town Manager. 9 

2.  Adjustments to the Agenda 10 

It was decided to move Public Comment closer to the beginning of the meeting to 11 

accommodate a citizen in attendance who had something to say. 12 

Public Works Director George Russell was in attendance with a semi-emergent issue for 13 

the Select Board. 14 

3.  Minutes:  August 28, 2023 Morning Meeting 15 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the 16 

August 28, 2023 meeting as presented. 17 

4.  Accounts Payable/Payroll 18 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve Accounts Payable 19 

Warrant 16 and Payroll Warrants 14 and 15. 20 

5.  Correspondence 21 

There was discussion of correspondence from citizen Steven Clark, who expressed an 22 

interest in purchasing a piece of town-owned property.  The policy for placing properties 23 

out to bid to the entire public was discussed. 24 

6.  Broadband Support Letter 25 

A letter in support of the fiber-optic broadband internet grant was reviewed and signed by 26 

the Select Board. 27 
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7.  Signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Unitel for Broadband Service 32 

The MOU between the Town of Stockton Springs and Unitel was reviewed. 33 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to authorize the signature of 34 

the Memorandum of Understanding between the Town of Stockton Springs and 35 

Unitel for broadband internet service. 36 

8.  Setting of Date for General Assistance Ordinance Public Hearing (State-Required) 37 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to set the date for the General 38 

Assistance Ordinance Public Hearing as September 25, 2023 at 8 a.m.  {Editor’s 39 

Note:  This will take place on October 23.} 40 

9.  Public Comment – Any Topic 41 

 42 

A.  Public 43 

A citizen named Jane Sprague was in attendance to discuss the meeting schedule of 44 

the Select Board.  She spoke of concerns about the current meeting schedule and the 45 

inability of some people to run for Select Board because of the schedule.  It was 46 

agreed to monitor the situation. 47 

B.  Select Board 48 

There was discussion of the upcoming Halloween event through the Stockton Springs 49 

Community Builders and the Trunk or Treat component. 50 

There was discussion of the current Searsport Water District project on Cape Jellison. 51 

C.  Town Manager 52 

Mr. Smith made the following report: 53 

There is a conflict in meeting dates on Monday, October 9, which is a holiday.  54 

Whether to keep the meeting at its regular date, postpone the meeting or cancel it 55 

altogether was discussed, with a decision to be made at the next meeting. 56 

The municipal increase in taxes was not as high as expected.  There was discussion of 57 

the need for a trim budget next fiscal year. 58 

There was discussion of the Town’s ham radio. 59 

There was discussion of the closure of two upcoming railroad crossing replacement 60 

projects and the need for a detour that would have a minimal impact on Stockton. 61 
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There was discussion of the Waldo County Budget Committee and its need for a 64 

representative from the Stockton Select Board. 65 

Mr. Smith told the Board about a new internal working committee for safety. 66 

Mr. Smith told the Board that the Town had just been through a successful routine 67 

General Assistance audit. 68 

10.  Public Works Request 69 

Public Works Director George Russell was in attendance.  He described the failing 70 

condition of the Town’s backhoe, and spoke of the importance of the equipment, 71 

especially in emergency circumstances such as the hurricane that was predicted to hit 72 

Maine at the end of the week.  He presented a quote from United Construction and 73 

Forestry of Hermon for a new backhoe.  He reported that there would be a $65,000 trade-74 

in allowance for the Town’s current backhoe, which was close to the price paid for it.  He 75 

reported that there was enough money in the Public Works Vehicle Capital Reserve 76 

account. 77 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the expenditure of 78 

the entirety of the Public Works Vehicle Replacement Capital Reserve account for 79 

the purchase of a new John Deer backhoe loader. 80 

There was discussion of a small divot on the pickle ball court and a problem with 81 

standing water there.  It was agreed that a push-broom would be purchased to clear the 82 

water.  There was discussion about possibly placing picnic tables and benches at the 83 

pickle ball field and Stockton Harbor. 84 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the allocation of up 85 

to $1,600 for the purchase of four benches and four picnic tables, to be taken from 86 

the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant. 87 

11.  Adjournment 88 

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 89 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 90 
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